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Management report to Council Agenda item 6.2
Raffa Place, Carlton - Proposed Permanent Closure 7am to 4pm Monday Council
to Sunday

Presenter: Geoff Robinson, Manager Engineering Services 26 April 2016

Purpose and background

1. The purpose of this report is to seek a decision from Council in response to a proposal for the
introduction of a midblock permanent closure of Raffa Place, east of Cochrane Place, operative between
7am and 4pm Monday to Sunday (the Proposal). Details are shown on drawing No. 8P2222 in
Attachment 3.

2. The proposal is in response to a request from the operators of The Vertue of the Coffee Drink cafe
located at the eastern end of Raffa Place for a permanent midblock closure of Raffa Place in order to
improve safety and amenity for customers accessing the business. The closure would also facilitate
possible outdoor dining.

3. Under section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 (‘Act’), the Proposal was publicly advertised in “The
Age” newspaper on 3 December 2015 (Attachment 4), and on Council’s website. Notices were sent out
to affected property owners and occupiers in December 2015 (Attachment 5). A total of three
submissions were received, one opposed to the Proposal and two in support. These submissions have
been summarised and commented on in Attachment 6. Council’'s Submissions (Section 223) Committee
convened on 18 February 2016 to address all submissions. At the resumption of the Submissions
Committee meeting on 25 February 2016, the Committee recommended that Council approve the
introduction of the permanent midblock closure in Raffa Place.

Key issues

4. Raffa Place is a local road under the care and management of the Council.

5. The proposal involves the installation of removable bollards to effect the permanent closure of Raffa
Place between 7am and 4pm Monday to Sunday, and signage to alert road users to the vehicular access
restriction.

6. As part of the legal procedures undertaken for the proposed permanent closure of Raffa Place, a report

was sought and obtained from VicRoads on the matter. VicRoads has advised that it has no objections to
the Proposal (Attachment 7).

7. The Council's Health and Wellbeing Branch has advised that there are no issues with the establishment
of an outdoor dining area in the vicinity of Lygon Court’s enclosed bin storage area.

Recommendation from management
8. That Council:

8.1. Approves the placing and maintaining of obstructions or barriers to block or restrict the passage or
access of all vehicles to the eastern end of Raffa Place between 7am and 4pm Monday to Sunday,
as proposed by public notice given on 3 December 2015 and for the reasons in the Submissions
(Section 223)Committee recommendation at Attachment 2.

8.2. Notifies all submitters in writing of its decision and the reasons for its decision.

Attachments:

Supporting Attachment

Detailed background, key issues and submissions committee resolution
Submissions

Newspaper advertisement

Letter to property Occupiers

Submissions

VicRoads Report

Noakwh =
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Supporting Attachment
Legal
1. The proposal to place obstructions or barriers is pursuant to Council’s powers in Clause 9 of schedule 11

and section 207 of the Act and has been carried out in accordance with the requirements in sections
207A and 223 of the Act.

Finance

2. The overall project cost, which includes the installation of new permanent bollards and changes to
advisory signage, has been estimated at $5000 and will be funded from the Civil Infrastructure Services
Operating Budget 2015/2016.

Conflict of interest

3. No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or
preparing this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the matter of the report.

Stakeholder consultation

4, In addition to the informal consultation undertaken by the applicant with property owners and occupiers
abutting Raffa Place, the consultation process also involved the administration:

4.1. Advertising of the proposal in The Age on 3 December 2015 and also on Council’s website.

4.2. Sending a letter to the owners and occupiers of abutting properties advising that Council is
undertaking legal procedures under the Act related to the proposal and is seeking submissions.

4.3. Meeting with representatives from Lygon Court and The Vertue of the Coffee Drink café to discuss
the permanent closure proposal.

Relation to Council policy

5. The proposed introduction of the midblock permanent closure in Raffa Place between 7am and 4pm
Monday to Sunday is in line with Section 4.1.1 of Council’'s Road Safety Plan 2013-2017, which promotes
the improvement of pedestrian amenity and safety in areas of high pedestrian usage.

6. The proposed introduction of the closure is in line with Section 3 of Council’s Transport Strategy 2012
which promotes the creation of a pleasant urban environment for people to dwell, to stop and sit, to
interact and to socialise.

Environmental sustainability

7. This proposal has no significant impact on environmental sustainability.
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Detailed background, key issues and submissions committee resolution

Detailed Background

1.

Raffa Place and Cochrane Place are local roads under the care and management of the Melbourne City
Council. Raffa Place is a cul-de-sac running in an east-west course off the east side of Cochrane Place.

The length of Raffa Place is 16 metres and its width is 2.5 metres. The laneway does not feature parking
control signage. However, under the Road Safety Road Rules 2009, it is deemed a statutory No Stopping
area as its width provides insufficient room for another vehicle to pass.

Land use abutting Raffa Place comprises the Lygon Court Shopping Centre off the south of the laneway
and a residential property to the north. The eastern end of Raffa Place connects to a commercial
property that is trading as The Vertue of the Coffee Drink café.

The section of Raffa Place east of the proposed closure point does not provide any vehicular access to
the abutting properties. However observations indicate that it is sometimes occupied by illegally parked
vehicles.

Detailed Key Issues

5.

Engineering Services waste services team has offered no objections to the Proposal as street sweepers,
if required, will be able to gain access between the bollards used to effect the closure.

The operators of The Vertue of the Coffee Drink café and the owner of that property have written in
support of the permanent closure.

Lygon Court Shopping Centre’s lawyers wrote in to oppose the proposed closure on grounds that the
establishment of an outdoor dining area in Raffa Place adjacent to Lygon Court’s bin storage area could
lead to unfair and unnecessary complaints about odour against Lygon Court.

Lygon Court Shopping Centre also challenged Council’s legal authority to install obstructions to facilitate
closure of the laneway.

Lygon Court Shopping Centre expressed concern that the proposed closure could make it difficult for
their waste management company to clear their compactors from the bin storage area; however the
waste collection company has advised that their vehicles collect waste from Cochrane Place and not
Raffa Place.

Submissions Committee resolution and recommendation

10.

Having considered all written submissions in relation to the proposal and all persons wishing to be heard
in support of their submissions having been given an opportunity to be heard, approve the proposal to
place and maintain obstructions or barriers to block the passage or access of vehicles to the eastern
section of Raffa Place, Carlton between 7am and 4pm Monday to Sunday for the reasons that:

10.1. The closure will improve the safety and amenity of the laneway and its use by customers
accessing the business at 8 Raffa Place.

10.2. The closure will facilitate outdoor dining.
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10.3. Any issues in respect to the operation of outdoor dining can be managed as part of the outdoor
café permit process.

10.4. The proposal will not impact on waste collection as Raffa Place is too narrow to be used for that
purpose.

10.5. The objection to the proposal on the basis it is outside of the powers of the Council is rejected as
the proposal is permanent and noting that the Council could implement the proposal using the
powers contained in the Road Safety (Traffic Management) Regulations 2009 and clause 8 of
schedule 11 of the Local Government Act 1989 (Act) but has always used clause 9 of schedule 11
of the Act in the interests of transparency as the latter requires a public notice and submission
process.

Notify in writing every person who has lodged a separate submission of the decision and reasons for the
decision.
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Contact: John Cicero
Direct Line: (03) 9691 0204
Direct Email:  jeicero@besthooper.com.au
Principal: John Cicero
Our Ref: JDC:JDM: 151558

8 January 2016

Melbourne City Council
GPO Box 1603
Melbourne VIC 3001

and via email com.meetings@melbourne.vic.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam,

Raffa Place, Carlton - Proposed Intermittent Closure

We act on behalf of Lygon Court Pty Ltd, which is part of the Banco Group of
Companies ("Banco"). As you may be aware, our client is the registered
proprietor of Lygon Court which is probably the largest retail development in
Lygon Street. It comprises of 26 tenancies including Cinema Nova, which runs
16 screens and a cinema bar. Some of the other tenancies are food and drink

premises and entertainment venues which operate late into the evening.

Apart from Brunetti's and Woolworths, all of the other tenancies rely upon the
waste disposal facilities that are accessed off Cochrane and Raffa Place. The area
that comprises the waste disposal facilities is the back of house of Lygon Court
and currently has, as its immediate interface, a Shell Petrol Station, at grade car
parking and the car park entry into Lygon Court. Waste from this area is collected

on a regular basis at all hours of the day and evening.

Immediately, to the north, there is a building which appears to be used for
residential purposes, but to the north of that is an auto electrical facility. It is not
an area which generates significant or even moderate pedestrian movements and

none of the lanes provides connectivity to Lygon, Faraday or Cardigan Streets.

146335

BESTHOOPER
LAWYERS

MELBOURNE OFFICE

Level 9
451 Little Bourke Street
Melbourne 3000

PO Box 13312
Law Courts 8010

DX 215 Melbourne

Tel 03 9670 8951
Fax 03 9670 2954

www.besthooper.com.au

BEST HOOPER PTY LTD
ACN 137 307 692
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Banco Group 8 January 2016

Recently, a café has opened at the end of Raffa Place and the only access to the café is from

Cochrane and then Raffa Place.

As appears from your letter the Council is considering a closure of Raffa Place between 7am

and 4pm at the location shown on the plan. The reason for such closure is said to be to:

"Facilitate possible future outdoor dining including the setting up of tables and
chairs during the closure period by the café that has recently established at the end of
Raffa Place. In your letter you refer to this action being part of the commencement of

“legal procedures" pursuant to the Local Government Act 1989..."

You do not specify which provision or provisions in the Local Government Act 1989 ("the
Act") the Council says empowers it to give effect to the closure as proposed. We assume that
the Council is seeking to rely upon it powers under either Schedule 10 or Schedule 11 to the

Act.

In our submission, Council does not have the power under Schedule 10 to implement the
proposed closure. Under that Schedule, it has the power to discontinue roads, deviate roads,
narrow or widen roads, fix road alignments and other more specific powers but none in our

submission, would extend to enable the Council to close the road as proposed.

This brings us to Schedule 11. We have looked at Clause 7 of that Schedule. Under this
Clause, clearly there needs to be a nexus between events occurring on a seasonal basis and the
road closure. For example, over summer, it might be appropriate for a Council using this

power to close part of a road to facilitate access to a beach or foreshore.
Under Clause 8, a Council may erect and remove any works or structures:
a. To protect passengers, pedestrians and drivers on a road; or
b. To regulate traffic on the road.

Clearly, the erection of the bollards proposed to give effect to the intended closure is not for
the purpose of regulating traffic on a road or protecting passengers, pedestrians or drivers on a
road. The power is being exercised to deliver, effectively, a commercial advantage to

premises which have access to that road.
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Clause 9 is a broader power enabling the Council to place obstructions or barriers on a road
permanently. This is not applicable in this case as the obstructions or barriers are not

proposed to be on a permanent basis.

Clause 10 enables the Council to place obstructions or barriers on a road temporarily, but it

can only do so if any one of the three circumstances applies. Those circumstances are:

a) For as long as is necessary to prevent any injury to any personal damage to

any property (including damage to the road itself); or

b) For as long as is necessary for a procession, public ceremony or function;

or
c) For a genuine traffic diversion experiment..."”

In the last of the nominated circumstances, it can only do so if it has first considered a report
from the Roads Corporation. Clearly, what is intended by the Council would not fall within
any of those three categories. We would therefore request that Council indicate specifically
what provision in the Act it relies upon to give effect to the proposed closure were it minded
to do so after considering these submissions. Absent being satisfied that the Council has in
fact such a power, our client's position is, that what is proposed by the Council is beyond its

power.

In the alternative, it is our client's submission that the Council should, assuming it has the

power, decline to exercise it for the following reasons.

a.  In arriving at its decision in this matter, it must balance the interest of all parties that

may be potentially affected by such closure.
b.  Clearly our client would be the most effected by the closure for a number of reasons.

c.  Firstly, the closure would restrict its ability to access the rear of its property and would
make the collection of waste much more difficult by not being able to use that part of

the road proposed to be closed.

d.  Although our client makes every reasonable effort to keep tidy and clean, the waste

disposal area, nevertheless, given the nature of the use and bins stored they are
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visually prominent. At times, depending upon what is placed in the waste disposal
bins by its tenants (which is largely outside of the control of our client) that waste

disposal area could also emit odour.

An outdoor dining area adjacent to such facilities, would undoubtedly cause conflict
with the users of the waste facility. Council should not be making a decision which

our client says would result in such conflicts.

Our client is not the "agent of change". Lygon Court has been part of the institution of
Lygon Street for a number of years and provides a valuable asset to advance the
policies that the Council has for Lygon Street as a food, entertainment and retail area.
The Council should not be making a decision which would, in any way, jeopardise the

operation of such an important facility to the area.

The dis-benefits therefore that would arise for our client are far greater than any
benefit that might be derived from the café being able to, on occasions, have outdoor
dining in an area which, it is submitted, is not an attractive environment for outdoor

dining.

Accordingly, our client's strong position is that Council should abandon its proposed

closure even if it had the power to do so.

Yours faithful

BEST HP

Jo
Pritic

Cicero
ipal
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CITY OF MELBOURNE

19 January 2016

GPO Box 1603

< Melbourne VIC 3001
Mr John Cicero .

Principal Phone 613 9658 9658
Best Hooper Lawyers Fax 61 3 9654 4854

www.melbourne.vic.gov.au

By Email: jcicero@besthooper.com.au |
DX210487
ABN 55 370 219 287

Dear Mr Cicero

RAFFA PLACE, CARLTON
PROPOSED MID-BLOCK CLOSURE BETWEEN 7AM AND 4PM MONDAY TO SUNDAY

Thank you for your letter dated 8 January 2016 enquiring about the authority the City of
Melbourne has in implementing the proposed mid-block closure.

The City of Melbourne writes to clarify that the proposal will be a permanent closure between
the proposed hours through the placement and removal of barriers on an ongoing basis. This
is in line with the road closure provisions of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act).

In respect to the power to carry out the proposal, this is in clause 9 of schedule 11 of the Act
on the basis that the proposal will be permanent through the Council placing and maintaining
barriers between the relevant hours on an ongoing basis. The reference to “intermittent” in
my letter was to the impact of the proposal in that the barriers or obstructions would be
removed each day. | apologise for not making this clear in my letter.

The Council’'s Submissions (Section 223) Committee will meet at 3pm on Thursday 18
February 2016, in the Melbourne Town Hall Administration Building, Swanston Street,
Melbourne to discuss all submissions regarding this proposal. Please advise if you would like
to be heard in support of your submission.

Should you have any further queries, please contact Mr Joel Wee on 9658 8582.

Yours sincerely

Haig Pouison
Principal Engineer — Traffic Engineering

CoM reference DM # 9651319
SR 3203148
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Jess Cracknell

To whom it may concern;

My name is Jess Cracknell and my husband, Mike Cracknell, is the sole owner of The Vertue of the
Coffee Drink. We are writing in support of the permanent road closure of Raffa Place, Carlton to
vehicular traffic between 7am and 4pm Monday to Sunday and would appreciate the opportunity to
speak in support of the proposal at the Town Hall meeting on Thursday 18th February, 2016.

We are a small business that has been in operation since February 2015. Our café is located at the
end of Raffa Place and we are seeking to put 4 tables, corresponding chairs, stools and umbrellas
outside our café entrance on Raffa Place. We have attached photos showing the proposed furniture
and set up to our original email. We are the only property situated on Raffa Place and have two
abutting properties, one on either side of Raffa Place. The landlord and tenants of 2 Cochrane Place
support our proposal and | have attached their written support.

Cochrane Place can be accessed from Elgin St. It runs beside the Shell Service Station, has Jobson
Electronics on one side, followed by 1 & 2 Cochrane Place (Residential) and terminates at Lygon
Court. Cochrane Place is used by rubbish trucks outside of our trading hours to access the rubbish
area of Lygon Court.

Raffa Place is accessed by turning left from Cochrane Place, immediately after passing 1 & 2
Cochrane Place and before reaching Lygon Court. Raffa Place is approximately 18m long. We are
situated at the far end and this is our only entrance. Stretching down the entire left hand side of
Raffa Place is the boundary of 2 Cochrane Place. The first approximately 11m on the right hand side
is open and is where Lygon Court store their bins. The remaining 7m on the right hand side
(immediately outside our entrance) is a solid wall with no access through it (no doorways, no
driveways, no gateways).

The proposed tables and chairs would be placed on this 7m of Raffa Place from our entrance to the
edge of the solid wall running along the right hand side of Raffa Place. This space is not accessed by
any vehicular traffic and the only pedestrian access required is to access our business directly. No car
or truck or other vehicle has needed access to this part of Raffa Place for any reason unrelated to
our business since 2013. We had initially applied to put tables and chairs on the entirety of Raffa
Place; however, in consultation with the Property Manager of Lygon Court, we agreed to
compromise and reduced the area on which our proposed seating would go.

The outside seating is imperative to our business for two reasons. Firstly, it provides street frontage
and a greater presence in which to entice customers. We would be activating Raffa Place and | will
elaborate on the benefits of this to this surrounding community a bit further on. Secondly, it allows
customers to sit outside and enjoy the beautiful weather on sunny days. The area would be non-
smoking. We have many requests during fine weather for outdoor seating and upon discovering we
are unable to utilise the unused outside space, customers have gone elsewhere to sit outside. The
area we are proposing to use represents a tiny percentage of our internal space for which we pay
council rates and rent.

Our unique & hidden location is one of our notable features. We believe our café typifies the
Melbourne Laneway Scene. Since our opening, we have activated Raffa Place, ensuring improved
cleanliness of Raffa Place and surrounding areas as well as attracting a reputable clientele.
Surrounding businesses have noted the vastly improved cleanliness since our opening and are



Page 11 of 20

pleased our presence now deters the shady characters and dodgy dealings that used to take place in
the area. There was a very big problem with needle drug use, people shooting up in the lane, people
defecating and urinating in the lane and this no longer happens at all. We tidy and maintain the
cleanliness of the lane each morning and afternoon and take care in our surrounding areas.

We were shortlisted for the Premier’s Design Awards in the Architectural Design category last year
and out of the 28 entries in Architectural Design, we are one of two cafes in the City of Melbourne to
have been shortlisted. We are immensely proud of this recognition and believe it confirms our
presence on the Melbourne Café Scene. We were also named as one of the Ten Best New Cafés in
the Herald Sun on Sunday 29" November, 2015 as well as having a feature article about our café in
the Epicure on Tuesday 3" November, 2015. We have had numerous articles/ blogs and excellent
customer reviews written about us since our opening and | have included links to a selection of these
for your perusal.

Premier's Design Awards:

http://www.premiersdesignawards.com.au/entry/the-vertue-of-the-coffee-drink/

Article in the Age Epicure:

http://m.goodfood.com.au/good-food/eat-out/review/restaurant/the-vertue-of-the-coffee-drink-
20151103-45ky7.html

10 Best New Melbourne Cafes of 2015 in the Herald Sun:

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/the-10-best-new-melbourne-cafes-of-2015/news-
story/b82edc8e5eddd5924b04919df2d0f5ea

Melbourne's Best CBD Laneway Cafes in the Urban List:

http://www.theurbanlist.com/melbourne/a-list/melbournes-best-chd-laneway-cafes

A cafe with Vertue - Broadsheet

https://www.broadsheet.com.au/melbourne/food-and-drink/article/cafe-vertuetigallery-1

We refute the claim by Lygon Court that Raffa Place is “its primary point for truck access, loading and
unloading and waste collection”. This is simply not true. We contacted their rubbish removal
company and have received confirmation in writing that they do not enter Raffa Place to access,
load, unload or collect their waste. We have forwarded the confirmation email from Denise Shield of
Transpac below our original email for your perusal. Lygon Court does have a rubbish area that runs
alongside Raffa Place (see above description), but this area only requires access from Cochrane
Place. A quick visit to our location would show that it is not possible for a truck to access Raffa Place
due to its narrowness as well as the tight angle around 2 Cochrane Place. A visit would also show
that Lygon Court’s rubbish area is meters away from the proposed seating.

We believe that allowing outdoor seating on Raffa Place would be beneficial to our business as well
as to the surrounding community in activating the lane as well as drawing more people to the area.
Our landlord, lan Raffa, supports our proposal for outdoor seating and | hope to submit a letter from
him before Friday.

Thank for your time and we look forward to supporting our proposal at the Town Hall Meeting on
Thursday 18" February, 2016.
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Kind regards,

Jess Cracknell
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lan Raffa

The Vertue of the Coffee Drink
8 Raffa Place

Carlton 3053

To whom it may concern;

I am writing in support of the Proposed Permanent Road Closure of Raffa Place for vehicular traffic
from Monday to Sunday 7am to 4pm. | am the landlord of 8 Raffa Place, Carlton 3053 and support
my tenants’ proposal to put outdoor seating on the eastern part of Raffa Place.

I also note that since the café’s opening in February 2015, the tenants have maintained the
cleanliness of the lane and have been a mitigating factor in deterring shady characters and dealings
that used to take place in the area.

Regards,

lan Raffa
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N E LSO N ALEXAN D E R People Minded, Property Driven.

528 Sydney Road
Brunswick, VIC 3056
9388 0088

20/03/2015

To the owners of;

The Vertue Of The Coffee Drink
8 Raffa Place

Carlton Vic 3053

RE: 1 & 2 COCHRANE PLACE AND 8 RAFFA PLACE, CARLTON

This letter is to confirm that the owner of 1 & 2 Cochrane Place, Carlton has agreed that The Vertue
of the Coffee Drink use the lane leading to their premises for outdoor seating. Our tenants of 2
Cochrane Place, Carlton has also agreed to the lane to be used for outdoor seating for the clients of
The Vertue of the Coffee Drink. We all understand and agree that trading hours will not cause any
loss of quite enjoyment to the tenants of 1 & 2 Cochrane Place, Carlton of course if the trading hours
of The Vertue of the Coffee Drink were to extend into the evening this agreement would become nil
and void and the owner & tenants of 1 & 2 Cochrane Place, Carlton would need to be approached
again by the owner of The Vertue of the Coffee Drink and another agreement of acceptances would
need to be negotiated.

Please do not hesitate to contact myself on 9388 0088 to discuss this.

Yours sincerely,

Robyn Patterson X
Portfolio Manager
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Public Notices
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ADVERTISEMENT OF
AUCTION BY THE

At the Sheriff's Office, 444 Swan-

All the estate and |nterest (if any)
of Jennifer Berri
Street, Avoca, as shown on Certl

in the land described on Certificate
of Title Volume 11053 Folio 293
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Public Notices
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Law Notices
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Law Notices
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Law Notices
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MELBOURNE CITY COUNCIL

Proposed Permanent Road Closure of Raffa Place, Carlton to
Vehicular Traffic Between 7am and 4pm Monday to Sunday

THURSDAYS

Thursday in The Age

THE L83 AGE

Notice is given pursuant to sections 207 and 223
of the Local Government Act 1989 (‘Act’) that
the Melbourne City Council (‘Council’) proposes
to place and maintain obstructions or barriers

to block or restrict the passage or access of
vehicles to the eastern section of Raffa Place,
Carlton, as shown on the plan below between
700am and 4.00pm Monday to Sunday.

Any person may make a written submission
on the proposed intermittent closure to the
Council. All submissions received by the
Council on or before Friday 29 January 2016
will be considered in accordance with section
223(1) of the Act, by the Council’s Submissions
(Section 223) Committee (‘Committee’).

ELGIN STREET

U—ot—oy

00U 00 OU

SHELL
STATION

If a person wishes to be heard in support of their

submission they must include the request to

be heard in the written submission and this will
entitle them to appear in person, or by a person
acting on their behalf, before a meeting of the
Committee, scheduled to be held on Thursday
18 February 2016, commencing at 3pm, in the
Melbourne Town Hall, Administration Building,
Swanston Street, Melbourne.

(C.L.1338)

L |

| HAWKINS LANE (C.L.1513)
COCHRANE PLACE

RAFFA PL

Written submissions should be marked ‘Raffa
Place - Closure’ and addressed to the Manager
Governance Services, Melbourne City Council,

]
—

Shell Petrol Station

(C.L.1104)

Town Hall Administration Building, 120 Swanston &

Street, Melbourne, 3000 or GPO Box 1603, C.L.1238 H

Melbourne, 3001. ( ) L°°k|ng for

Submissions form part of the public record of 2 Lygon Court H >
the meeting (including any personal information Q commerCIqI quce ¢
you provide) and will be appended to the _i

Council report which is published on Council’s o Our website has arange of

website (accessible worldwide) for an indefinite ~ .

period. A hard copy will also be made available pre)pertles for sole orleaseto

for inspection by members of the public suitany commercial need.

at Council offices, in accordance with the

requirements of the Act. l:“ Start searching today!

If you have any concerns about how Council
will use and disclose your personal information,
please contact the Council Business team via
email at privacy@melbournevic.gov.au

POINT AT WHICH IT IS PROPOSED TO PLACE AND MAINTAIN
EEE [OBSTRUCTIONS OR BARRIERS TO BLOCK THE PASSAGE OR

ACCESS OF VEHICLES BETWEEN 7.00AM AND 4.00PM MONDAY TO SUNDAY

S$3192

CITY OF
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CITY OF MELBOURNE

23 November 2015 GPO Box 1603
Melbourne VIC 3001
The Owner/ Occupier

Phone 61 3 9658 9658
Raffa Place Fax 61 3 9654 4854
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 www.melbourne.vic.gov.au
Dear Sir/Madam Laaloass

ABN 55 370 219 287

RAFFA PLACE, CARLTON
PROPOSED INTERMITTENT CLOSURE

The City of Melbourne writes to advise that it is commencing legal procedures, pursuant to the
Local Government Act 1989, (‘the Act’) for the introduction of a midblock intermittent closure of
Raffa Place, as shown on the attached plan 8P2222. The proposed closure, if approved, would
operate between 7.00am and 4.00pm Monday to Sunday.

This follows receipt of a proposal from the café operating at the eastern end of Raffa Place to
facilitate possible future outdoor dining including the setting up of tables and chairs during the
closure period.

The closure would involve the installation of removable bollards, which would be managed by the
City of Melbourne, and the erection of signs to reflect the closure hours.

As the proposal would prevent vehicles from travelling into the eastern end of Raffa Place, Council
is required to adhere to certain legal procedures under the Act prior to making a decision on the
proposal. This includes placing a public notice in a newspaper to bring the matter to the attention of
the greater community and a submissions process in accordance with the Act. Council also
distributes a notice, such as this, to the owners and occupiers of properties deemed to be directly
affected by the proposal, inviting submissions on the matter.

Arrangements have been made for the publication of the public notice in The Age on Wednesday 9
December 2015. Any submissions on this proposal must be lodged on or before Friday 22 January
2016.

The Council's Submissions (Section 223) Committee is scheduled to meet at 3pm on Thursday 18
February 2016, in the Melbourne Town Hall, Administration Building, Swanston Street, Melbourne.
The Committee will hear those persons wishing to be heard in support of their written submission.
No additional notification will be sent to persons who have not lodged a submission.

Written submissions should be marked ‘Raffa Place Intermittent Closure Proposal’ and addressed
to the Manager Governance Services, City of Melbourne, Town Hall, 90 Swanston Street,
Melbourne 3000 or GPO Box 1603, Melbourne 3001. Submissions can also be emailed to
com.meetings@melbourne vic.gov.au. All written submissions will be made public and may be
made available on the Council’'s Website.

For any further queries please contact Mr Joel Wee on number 9658 8582.

Yours sincerely

Haig Poulson
Principal Engineer Traffic Engineering
CoM Ref: DM#9501903

SR 2967450
(Enclosed: Plan No. 8P2222)
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Lygon Court

POINT AT WHICH IT IS PROPOSED TO PLACE AND MAINTAIN
BN [OBSTRUCTIONS OR BARRIERS TO BLOCK THE PASSAGE OR
ACCESS 0OF VEHICLES BETWEEN 7.00AM AND 4.00PM MONDAY TO SUNDAY

PROJECT NO. SR2967450 | DESIGNED BY W SURVEY REF. LIS COORDS.
DOCS NUMBER #9501771 CONCEPT PLAN DATUM SCALE NTS
STATUS ENGINEERING SERVICES
JOB LOCATION
RAWING
% RAFFA PLACE, CARLTON APPROVED BY 2MER 8P2222
PROPOSED INTERMITTENT CLOSURE Principal = Giow NUMBER OF REVISION
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r\AELBOURNE MONDAY TO SUNDAY Date Date FORMER
DRG. NO.
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PROPOSED PERMANENT CLOSURE OF RAFFA PLACE, CARLTON

SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS

NAME

BUSINESS NAME/
ORGANISATION

NATURE OF SUBMISSION

COMMENTS

Mr John Cicero

Best Hooper Lawyers

On the behalf of Lygon
Court Shopping Centre
368 — 386 Lygon Street

Objection to the proposal.
Comments made in submission:

Challenges Council’s legal authority to install
obstructions to facilitate closure of the laneway.

Expressed concerns about the proposed
outdoor dining area being located in the vicinity
of the shopping centre’s bin storage area and
the potential of unnecessary complaints about
smell.

The shopping centre’s bin storage area abuts
Raffa Place. Waste collection vehicle could use
the western end of Raffa Place to manovure
into the bin storage area to collect waste.
There is a concern that waste collection
vehicles will not be able to access the bin room
due to the closure.

The City of Melbourne has written to Best Hooper Lawyers
advising that clause 9 of schedule 11 of the Local Government
Act gives Council the power to place and maintain barriers
between the relevant hours on an ongoing basis.

Council’s Health Services Branch has advised that there are
no issues with establishing an outdoor dining area in the
vicinity of the bin storage area.

Engineering Services has been made aware that the waste
collection company servicing Lygon Court has advised the
Vertue of the Coffee Drink café that they do not use Raffa
Place to access Lygon Court’s bin storage area. Engineering
Services has since contacted the waste collection company
and they have confirmed that waste collection for Lygon Court
is via Cochrane Place only.
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SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS Cont/...

Ms Jess Cracknell

Owner ,

The Vertue of the
Coffee Drink

8 Raffa Place

Supports the proposal
Comments made in submission:

The closure would facilitate the
establishment of outdoor dining in the
laneway which activates the laneway.

The café’s opening has improved the
amenity of the laneway. The lane is
cleaner and dubious characters are no
longer loitering in the laneway which
makes it safer.

Mr lan Raffa

Landlord,
8 Raffa Place

Supports the proposal
Comments made in submission:

The café has improved the amenity
and safety in the laneway and the
proposed permanent closure would
further improve the amenity of the
laneway.




Attachment 7

Page 20 of 20 " 1 Agenda ltem 6.2

Council

26 April 2016

Sunshine Registration &

Licensing Office
499 Ballarat Road,
Sunshine Victoria 3020

Telephone 131171

vicroads.vic.gov.au

Mr Haig Poulson

Principal Engineer - Traffic Engineering
City of Melbourne

Private Bag 1603

MELBOURNE VIC 3001

Contact: Alex Low
Telephone: 9313 1242
Our Ref: QD3322619
Your Ref: DM#9674260
File no: TM/015/MBN/000

Attention: Mr Joel Wee

Dear Mr Poulson
PROPOSED PERMANENT CLOSURE OF RAFFA PLACE, CARLTON

I refer to your letter dated 2 February 2016 addressed to Mr Bryan Sherritt,
Acting Regional Director VicRoads Metropolitan North West Region, regarding the
proposed permanent closure of Raffa Place, between Cochrane Place and a point
midblock on Raffa Place, as shown on Drawing No.8P2222, between 7am and
4pm Monday to Sunday.

It is noted that the purpose of the closure is to improve safety and general
amenity and facilitate possible future outdoor dining, including the setting up of
tables and chairs.

As all of the impacts that VicRoads is required to consider are expected to be
minimal and the impact on the arterial road network is negligible, VicRoads does
not object to the road closure.

However, it is requested that Council notify all emergency service authorities of
the permanent closure.

If you have any queries regarding this letter please contact Mr Alex Low on 9313
1242,

Yours sincerely,

ANDREW SHARP :
ACTING TEAM LEADER - TRAFFIC & PLANNING CENTRAL

4 / ) /2016

VICROADS_n3322619_Raffa_Place.DOCX M

VicRoads ABN 61 760 960 480

P5L2
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